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Government of the District of Columbia 

 
Office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Suite 11 

Washington, DC  20004 
(202) 727-9945 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: ANC 1A 
FR: Denise Wiktor, General Counsel 
DT: 03/25/2026 
RE:      Change to Cultivating Community Grant 
 
 
The OANC was informed that the Cultivating Community grant that ANC 1A voted on was significantly 
changed  from the grant that was reviewed by the OANC. 
 
The original grant was for the purchase of a refrigerator for community food and some nominal expenses 
to hook it up.  The OANC does not usually find grants permissible when things are bought for a third 
party as the OANC considers it a private benefit which is prohibited by the D.C. Code1.  However, an 
exception was made for refrigerators due to an OAG advice letter2 saying that refrigerators for food at a 
food pantry were permissible.  The OANC actually disagrees with this position but has decided to honor 
it to avoid confusion. 
 
The organization got a refrigerator donated and revised the budget so that the grant is primarily costs 
related to enhancing the electrical supply, a better enclosure and a freezer that is under $200. 
 
The primary expense/purpose of the grant is now enhancements to private property which is not a 
permissible expense. 
 
The OANC is also concerned about the liability of having a chest freezer that is open and accessible 24/7.  
The applicant has stated that the freezer will be checked every other day and that it is across the street 
from the fire department.  For decades it has been required that if you are disposing of a refrigerator or 
freezer the door has to be removed to avoid entrapment, especially of children.  It is expected that this 
refrigerator and freezer will be regularly emptied.  The refrigerator will have shelves in it but a chest 
freezer generally does not.  As such, there is a severe risk of liability and that liability could be transferred 
to the ANC and ultimately the DC Government. 
 
For these reasons the grant as amended and currently structured is not permissible. 
 

 
1 D.C. Official Code § 1-309.13(l)(1) 
2 See, Letter to Commissioner Speck re grant to Feed the Family panty.  July 20, 2021, Found at 
https://oag.dc.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/ANC-3G03-Letter-to-Commissioner-Speck-Re-Grant-to-Feed-the-
Family-Pantry-.pdf  

https://oag.dc.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/ANC-3G03-Letter-to-Commissioner-Speck-Re-Grant-to-Feed-the-Family-Pantry-.pdf
https://oag.dc.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/ANC-3G03-Letter-to-Commissioner-Speck-Re-Grant-to-Feed-the-Family-Pantry-.pdf


2 
 

 


